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CONFIDENTIAL ATHENS 2589 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: MARR EAIR GR TU GW 

SUB J : AEGEAN FIR PROBLEM AND BERLIN TURKISH WORKER FLIGHTS 

1. ON APRIL 1, EMBOFFS DISCUSSED SUBJECT SITUATION WITH 
DIMITRIS MACRIS, FONOFF TURKISH DESK OFFICER. IN THE 
COURSE OF THE DISCUSSION, IT BECAME APPARENT THAT THE 
FONOFF WAS NOT WELL INFORMED ON THE BERLIN SITUATION, 
PARTICULARLY ON THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS: (A) DO 
COMMERCIAL AVIATION FLIGHTS NORMALLY GO ONLY FROM WEST 
BERLIN TO FRG OR DO SOME FLIGHTS NORMALLY GO DIRECTLY TO 
OTHER COUNTRIES ? (B) WHAT AGREEMENTS EXIST GOVERNING 
AVIATION SERVICES TO WEST BERLIN? (C) HAVE PARENT 
COUNTRIES OF CONCERNED CHARTER AIRLINES PROTESTED TO 
BULGARIA AND IF NOT WHY NOT? 

2. MACRIS DESCRIBED ICAO INITIATIVE TO SOLVE AEGEAN 

FIR PROBLEM, WHICH HE INDICATED WOULD INCLUDE BILATERAL 
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PROCEDURES TO PERMIT TAF AIRCRAFT TO EXERCISE OVER 
AEGEAN. HE NOTED THAT GOG INTENDED AGAIN TO REVIEW 
MATTER WITH PRESIDENT OF ICAO COUNCIL, WHO HAD BEEN 
TRYING FOR TWO MONTHS TO DISCUSS ICAO INITIATIVE WITH 
GOT BUT WITHOUT YET RECEIVING ANY RESPONSE. MACRIS 
AGAIN EXPRESSED WILLINGNESS OF GOG TO REOPEN AIR 
CORRIDORS OVER AEGEAN AS SOON AS GOT SO DESIRED, 

REQUIRING AIRCRAFT TO REPORT THEIR POSITIONS TO TURKISH 
ATC AT POINTS PREVIOUSLYPRESCRIBED BY GOT IN NOTAM 
714. BUT GOG COULD NOT TOLERATE TURKISH ATC EXERCISING 
CONTROL OVER SUCH FLIGHTS WHEN THEY WERE STILL 
WITHIN ATHENS FIR. 

3. COMMENT: WHILE ANSWERS TO MAKRIS' QUESTIONS 
(PARA 1 ABOVE) ARE PRESUMABLY AVAILABLE TO GOG THROUGH 
THEIR EMBASSY IN BONN, WE WOULD APPRECIATE WHATEVER 
INFORMATION EMBASSY BONN AND US MISSION BERLIN CAN PROVIDE 
US ON THESE POINTS TO ASSIST OUR CONTINUING EFFORTS TO 
NUDGE GOG IN THE RIGHT DIRECTION. KUBISCH 
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